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An ORDINARY MEETING of this Parish Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on Tuesday the 10th January 2012 at 7-30pm.

	
	
	Action by

	291
	Attendance & Apologies
	

	
	Councillors John Close, Kathy Westby, Sandra Martin and John Greening attended together with five members of the public and the Clerk.  Apologies for absence were received from Claire Scott and Audrey Burch.  John Close presided.
	Noted

	292
	Declarations of Interests
	

	
	No declarations of interest were received.
	Noted

	293
	Minutes
	

	
	The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 15h November 2011, having been previously circulated, were confirmed and signed as a true record of the proceedings.
	Clerk

	294
	Matters Arising
	

	
	a
	The Clerk reported the following:

· DCC is in discussions with the owners of the adjacent property to prevent visitor’s cars from parking and blocking the entrance/exit to footpath no. 9.

· DCC is arranging for the fallen trees across Whiteway to be removed, as well as removing the HTS multicore straining wire from the hedge.

· DCC has cleared the bridleway that runs past Whiteway Farm.
	Clerk

	295
	Democratic Period 
	

	
	a
	A parishioner raised the possibility of culling the increasing number of rooks which nest and frequent the village and which are becoming an increasing nuisance.  Also the proliferation of the local dove population is also causing concern, albeit to a lesser extent.  The Clerk to obtain advice from RSPB and to report back at the next meeting.
	Clerk

	296
	Reports
	

	
	a
	Highways.  It was reported that the verge erosion of the culvert is worsening from a point opposite The Knapp up to Wheal Rose.  The Clerk is to seek remedial action through Hilary Cox.
	Clerk

	
	b
	Rights of Way. The Clerk is to seek the removal of the fallen tree on the bridleway that runs from Higher Houghton through the valley to Bulbarrow.
	Clerk

	
	c
	Parish Website. John Close reported that there were 398 and 293 visits to the website during November and December respectively.
	Noted

	
	d
	Millenium Pond. Clearing of the weed will shortly be carried out by Tim Martin and Hans Hoff.
	Noted

	
	e
	Parish Plan. Questionnaires are still being analysed with the first draft expected to be issued in February.
	Noted

	
	f
	High Speed Broadband for Dorset.  No further news received.
	Noted

	
	g
	Blandford Leisure Centre. John Greening reported that arising from his further discussions with Steve Hitchings he had established that an average of 4% of the village population use this facility.  Steve Hitchings’ offer to send a letter to every house in the village detailing the facilities available was accepted with thanks.


	John Greening

	297
	Village Items
	

	
	a
	The Chairman reported the following on the Community Orchard scheme:

· The apple trees will be planted in March.

· The grass is establishing well.

· More village fund raising would be welcome.

· A parishioner felt that the name should bear reference to the fact that the area is ‘Common Land’.  Council agreed to review the naming.

· The Clerk is to obtain a legal ruling from the DAPTC on the possible erection of internal fencing.
	Clerk & Noted

	
	b
	The Chairman reported the following on the Parish Council Notice Board:

· The notice board is being refurbished by Dennis Sutton. 

· Alan Chun has kindly given permission for the notice board to be attached to the end of his adjacent building, but in so doing reserves the right to withdraw it at any time.  Grateful thanks are expressed to Mr Chun for his kind co-operation in granting this.

· Richard Worth has fixed the mounting structure to the wall to accept the refurbished notice board.  (Please see item 300 b) for payment of his account.
	Clerk

	298
	Highways/Emergency Snow Clearance Scheme
	

	
	a
	Due to DCC not proceeding with the issue of snow ploughs to the parishes, the Clerk was instructed to contact Mr Langmead to establish the exact details of the Emergency Snow Clearance Scheme that are in place. The Clerk reported that the parish has received only one of the four dumpy bags of grit requested and that was delivered late after persistent lobbying by the Clerk.
	Clerk

	
	b
	The following other actions were put in place:

· Sandra Martin agreed to establish the ownership of the small coppice opposite the barn in Houghton Hollow, so as it can be used as a possible dump for grit.

· John Close agreed to contact the Chairman of the Wint. Stickland Parish Council to establish whether they would contribute to the cost of gritting the road down to Winterborne Stickland.
	Noted

	299
	Planning
	

	
	a
	The following decision was tabled:

· Application 2/2011/1128/PLNG – Extension of time to Planning Permission No. 2/2008/0815 to erect a single storey summer house at Dogshole Cottage, Higher Houghton – Approved.
	Noted

	
	b
	An email was tabled from Stuart Caundle, Solicitor to NDDC, in which he undertook to review the proposed arrangements of sending future copies of planning applications to local councils on line – ie no hard copies.  A number of Parish Councils, particularly the smaller ones, have asked NDDC to review this policy, which they have agreed to do.  Their decision is pending.
	Noted

	
	c
	It was agreed to discuss the following documents at an Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday the 24th January 2012:

· The Dorset-wide Gypsy and Traveller (including Travelling Showpeople) site Allocations Joint Development Plan Document – Consultation.  (Kathy Westby agreed to attend the meeting of the Stickland Community Response Group and to report back.)

· The ‘Taking forward growth in the towns and villages of North Dorset’ document issued by NDDC under the Localism Bill.
	Noted

	
	d
	An invitation was tabled from Blandford Town Council to attend a Planning Training session to Blandford Town Council and the surrounding parishes, as identified in NDDC’s Community Infrastructure Document.  John Close, John Greening and Claire Scott agreed to attend.
	Noted

	300
	Finance
	

	
	a
	The Chairman presented the Estimate of Expenditure for 2012/13 on behalf of the Finance Committee, recommending that we precept for the sum of £2,000.00.  Accordingly, it was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and carried unanimously that a precept for £2,000.00 (the same as last year) is issued upon NDDC.
	Clerk

	 
	b
	It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and carried unanimously that the following cheques are signed: 

· 000138 – Southern Electric - £31.00 – Electricity for Pond Pump (Retrospectively).

· 000139 – R W Building Services - £30.00 – Supply and fixing frame for notice board.

· Internal transfer of £100.00 from the General Account to the Tree Fund.
	Clerk

	
	c
	It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and carried unanimously that with effect from the commencement of the new financial year on the 1st April 2012 that all five funds are amalgamated in the current account but separated in the ledger (Cash Book) ie General, Bridleway, Jubilee Orchard, Tree and Millennium Pond funds. The balance in the Nationwide Building Society and the Lloyds Business Instant Access Account being transferred to the Current Account and then closed.
	Clerk

	
	d
	The Clerk tabled his recommendations on the format of the Annual Risk Assessment, which will be considered at the next meeting.
	Noted

	
	e
	The following are the details of the three accounts.
	Info

	
	
	Lloyds TSB Current a/c (General Fund)

Opening balance
Less cheques as 300b

Less internal transfer to Tree fund

Closing balance
	£3,454.40

£61.00

£100.00
£3,293.40
	Info

	
	
	Lloyds TSB Business a/c (Tree Fund)

Opening balance 

Plus interest

Plus internal transfer
Less withdrawals

Current balance
	£592.26
£0.00

£100.00

£0.00

£692.26
	Info

	
	
	Nationwide a/c (Pond Fund)

Opening balance 

Plus interest 

Less withdrawals

Current balance
	£882.76
£0.00

£0.00

£882.76
	Info

	301
	Appointment of Clerk
	

	
	a
	The Chairman reported that the Clerk had asked to retire at the end of this financial year.  It was agreed to invite the Stickland Clerk to accept the post but if she declines the post is to be advertised. 
	Chairman

	302
	Correspondence
	

	
	All the correspondence had been circulated as received.
	Noted

	303
	Other Business
	

	
	a
	The following items were agreed:

· Sandra Martin reported that it is believed that the land below the church has public liability insurance cover for local events.  Written confirmation pending.
	Noted

	
	
	Item a continued

· John Close agreed to convene a meeting of village organisations to discuss the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

· Colin White agreed to investigate whether any surplus funds are available from previous events.

· John Close agreed to ask Hans Hoff if any improvements can be made to the layby towards the eastern end of the Trout Farm.

· Grateful thanks were expressed to the parishioner who financed the repair of the paving stones by the seat at the Millennium Pond Seat.

· The Chairman urged all Councillors, particularly the newly appointed ones, to attend one of the DAPTC courses.

· The new owners of Rose Cottage informed the meeting that they had obtained the permission of NDDC’s Tree Officer to fell the ash on the front boundary of their property which is interfering with the overhead electric cables and damaging the adjacent paths.


	Noted

	
	The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
	


Signed ………………………… Presiding Chairman         Date ……………………………    

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
  

An EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of this Parish Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on Tuesday the 28th February 2012 at 7-30pm.

	
	
	Action by

	309
	Attendance & Apologies
	

	
	Councillors John Close, Sandra Martin, Kathy Westby and John Greening attended together with three members of the public and the Clerk.  Apologies for absence were received from Claire Scott and Audrey Burch.  John Close presided.
	Noted

	310
	Declarations of Interests
	

	
	Kathy Westby declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in item 312b by virtue of having submitted a personal objection.  She left the room while this item was being discussed.
	Noted

	311
	Democratic Period 
	

	
	a
	No items were raised at this stage although the Chairman did allow some public participation as each particular agenda item was discussed.
	Noted

	312
	Planning
	

	
	a
	Consideration was given to Retrospective Planning Application 2/2012/0109/PLNG – for a change of use from agricultural to open storage on a triangular area of land adjacent to and for Dorset Flint & Stone Blocks Ltd at North Barn.  It was unanimously agreed that if the applicant can satisfactorily demonstrate there is insufficient storage space available within the curtilage of the existing premises and there is a proven need to expand the business, then Council would recommend approval within a clearly agreed and defined boundary.
	Clerk

	
	b
	Council had received several complaints over the alleged burning of toxic waste at the above site on or about the 8th February 2012.  It was agreed that the Chairman, accompanied by a parishioner, should visit the premises to discuss the situation with the operators in an endeavour to reach an amicable solution.  Chairman to report back at the March Meeting.
	Chairman

	313
	Finance
	

	
	a
	It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by John Close and carried unanimously that the following account is settled:

Cheque No. 000140 – Valley News - £9.00 – Advert for Clerk.
	Clerk

	
	b
	It was unanimously agreed to accept a cheque for £277.54 from Winterborne Houghton Arts & Music (WHAM) for subsequent distribution to other village organisations.
	Clerk

	
	The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8-55 pm.
	


Signed ………………………… Presiding Chairman         Date ……………………………    

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
  

An ORDINARY MEETING of this Parish Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on Tuesday the 13th March 2012 at 7-30pm.

	
	
	Action by

	314
	Attendance & Apologies
	

	
	Councillors John Close, Claire Scott, Kathy Westby, Sandra Martin and John Greening attended together with three members of the public and the Clerk.  John Close presided.
	Noted

	315
	Declarations of Interests
	

	
	No declarations of interest were received.
	Noted

	316
	Minutes
	

	
	The Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 10th and 24th January 2012 and also on the 28th February 2012, having been previously circulated, were confirmed and signed as a true record of the proceedings.
	Clerk

	317
	Matters Arising
	

	
	a
	The following matters were reported:

· The Clerk and Chairman to meet a DCC engineer to discuss the erosion of the edge of the culvert opposite the Knapp. 
· The owner of the Trout Farm is not prepared to fill the potholes in the ‘layby’ at the lower end of his property, unless a SID is installed to otherwise slow down the traffic.
	Chairman/Clerk

	318
	Democratic Period 
	

	
	a
	A parishioner commended the webmaster on the high quality of the village website, who responded by saying that he had re-arranged the format to make it more user friendly.
	Noted

	319
	Reports
	

	
	a
	Parish Website. John Close reported that there were 380 and 324 visits to the website during January and February respectively, with most interest from the UK and the USA.
	Noted

	
	b
	Dorset Police. The Clerk presented details of the revised opening times of the county’s police stations which the chairman agreed to post on the notice board and website.
	Chairman

	
	c
	Parish Plan. Work on the preparation of the final Plan is still progressing, with the current target date for completion being in May/June.
	Noted

	
	d
	High Speed Broadband for Dorset.  Dorset has obtained matched funding enabling it to obtain central government financial support and the scheme will now go ahead.  At this stage full details and the extent  of the local scheme are pending.
	Noted

	
	e
	Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. A separate independent village committee has been set up to organise these events. 
	Noted

	320
	Common Land & the Recently Acquired Land above it
	

	
	a
	Legal advice on the development of this site had been obtained from the NALC, through the DAPTC, which had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The following matters were agreed:

· The naming of the project is to be deferred for consideration at the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting to be held on the 8th May 2012.

· Insurance cover of the lower part (designated Common Land) is to be confirmed/arranged with our insurers.

· A sketch of the access from the highway (gate and fence) is to be prepared after the completion of the tree planting scheme and initially pursued through DCC.


	Clerk & Noted

	321
	Village Items
	

	
	a
	The Chairman reported that the renovation of the notice board is complete and it will shortly be attached to the end of the building that abuts the old village pound.
	Noted

	
	b
	A parishioner reported that the rook activity in the village has reduced since his original complaint.  Under this circumstance it was agreed to hold the matter over for the present but to monitor the situation and review it early next year.
	Noted

	
	c
	The Chairman is still pursuing his investigations agreed under minute no. 312b.
	Chairman

	322
	Highways/Emergency Snow Clearance Scheme
	

	
	a
	Details of the DCC’s latest scheme for the ’Community Involvement in Snow Clearing Operations’, having been previously circulated, were considered and the Clerk was instructed to register Council’s interest in participating in the scheme. 
	Clerk

	323
	Planning
	

	
	a
	No planning applications or decisions had been received.
	Noted

	
	b
	Details are still pending on the review of NDDC’s new policy to only make Planning Applications available to Parish Councils on line.
	Noted

	324
	Finance
	

	 
	a
	It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and carried unanimously that the following cheques are signed: 

· 000141 – Dennis Sutton - £35.46 – Materials to repair n/board.

· 000140 – St Andrew’s PCC - £50.00 – Hire of room for meetings.

· 000141- John Gill - £282.50 – Clerk’s half year salary & expenses.

· 000142 – Houghton Jubilee Fund – £277.54 - Release of funds from WHAM routed through the Council.

· The impending quarterly account from Southern Electric is to be signed out of meeting.

(The account was subsequently settled on the 28th March 2012 in the sum of £29.93.)
	Clerk

	
	b
	The draft Annual Risk Assessment, previously circulated was discussed at length and on a proposition by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby was unanimously accepted with the proviso that a section is added on tree maintenance.
	Clerk

	
	c
	It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and carried unanimously that the previously circulated Register of Assets is approved and accepted.
	Noted

	
	d
	The Clerk reported that he had registered the Council as an employer for the payment of PAYE with effect from the 6th April 2012, the implications of which he had discussed with the Chief Executive of DAPTC.
	Noted

	
	e
	The Clerk was instructed to recover the VAT paid in the 2011/12 financial year.
	

	
	f
	The Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit Arrangements for 2011/12 had been previously circulated.  It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and carried unanimously that the review is accepted and that Edward Friel & Co is invited to carry out the Internal Audit.
	Clerk

	
	g
	A Maintenance/Inspection Plan is to be drawn up for consideration at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	325
	Appointment of Clerk/Meetings
	

	
	a
	The Chairman reported that he had arranged for the job advert for the post of Clerk to be posted on the NDDC website and as a result he had received two applications – one on a caretaker basis and the other on a permanent basis. It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Sandra Martin and carried unanimously that the Chairman discuss the position with both applicants to put in place a viable arrangement.
	Chairman



	
	b
	The Clerk tabled the suggested Calendar of Meetings for 2012/13 which was unanimously accepted.  Ordinary Council Meetings are to be held bi-monthly starting in May on the second Tuesday of each month, with additional meetings convened to suit the business to be transacted.  
	Noted

	326
	Correspondence
	

	
	NDDC’s Draft Corporate Plan for 2012-2016, having been previously circulated, was left on the table.   All other pertinent correspondence had been previously circulated by the Clerk on receipt and no comments raised.
	Noted

	327
	Other Business
	

	
	a
	No further items were raised.


	Noted

	
	The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40 pm.
	


Signed ………………………… Presiding Chairman         Date ……………………………    

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting
  

An EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of this Parish Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on Tuesday the 10th April 2012 at 7-00pm.

	
	
	Action by

	328
	Attendance & Apologies
	

	
	Councillors John Close, Sandra Martin, Kathy Westby and John Greening attended together with one member of the public and the Clerk.  Apologies for absence were received from Claire Scott.  John Close presided.
	Noted

	329
	Declarations of Interests
	

	
	No declarations of interest were received.
	Noted

	330
	Democratic Period 
	

	
	No items were raised. 
	Noted

	331
	Risk Assessment
	

	
	a
	The Clerk had circulated, prior to the meeting, details of the Risk Assessment of the Trees as discussed at the March Meeting which was confirmed and accepted with several minor amendments.
	Clerk

	332
	Finance
	

	
	a
	The Clerk reported that he had received details of the External Audit from BDO LLP and that this Council has been selected as part of a 5% sample to undergo an in-depth audit.
	Clerk

	
	b
	It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and unanimously agreed that the following cheque is signed:

000145 – Dennis Sutton - £35.98 – Reimbursement for materials to renovate the notice board.
	Clerk

	333
	Appointment of Clerk
	

	
	a
	It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and carried unanimously that Jennifer C Galuschka is appointed Clerk at a starting salary of £600.00 per annum plus £100.00 per annum ‘fixed’ expenses, subject to the receipt of satisfactory references and her acceptance of a suitable Contract of Employment.
	Chairman

	334
	Revised Calendar of Meetings
	

	
	a
	It was agreed to defer the Annual Parish Meeting/Annual Meeting of the Parish Council by one week until the 15th May 2012.


	Noted

	
	The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7-40 pm.
	


Signed ………………………… Presiding Chairman         Date ……………………………    

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
Winterborne Houghton Parish Council

An EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of the PARISH Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on Thursday 3rd May 2012 at 7.00 pm

	
	
	Action by

	335
	Attendance and Apologies

Councillors John Close, Sandra Martin, Claire Scott and John Greening attended, together with two members of the public and the clerk. Apologies for absence were received from Kathy Westby.
	Noted

	336
	Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were received
	Noted

	337
	Democratic Period
Members of the public present commented on  Planning Application No, 2/2012.0327/PLNG.. Concerns were expressed about the height, the size, and the impact on the neighbouring dwelling, which they felt included loss of light and loss of privacy. The argument about  the dwelling’s shadow was supported by an aerial view from Google Earth
	Noted

	338
	Planning
a) Application No. 2/2012/0327/PLNG-Erection of a new dwelling adjacent to Blackthorn House
It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the council object to the siting of the proposed dwelling on grounds of its adverse impact on the neighbouring dwelling. To mitigate this, suggested planning conditions were:
- siting the building nearer to the road
- reversing the position of the garage, to place it  to the east of the building
It was also proposed and unanimously agreed that the council should request that this application be put before the full Planning Committee, in view of the significant nature and scale of the proposed development, and its impact on the important streetscape of the village.

b) Notification of intent to carry out works to trees within a conservation area – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 = Section 211 – Fell hazel tree at No 3 The Knapp
It was proposed an unanimously agreed that the council advise NDDC that the tree in question is a willow which requires pollarding, and that the council therefore objects to its felling


C) Application No. 2/2012/0413/PLNG Park Wood, Higher Houghton – Demolish existing porch and erect new porch
It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the council make no objection.

	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	The chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.30 pm.


Signed………………………..Presiding Chairman            Date…………………

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
Winterborne Houghton Parish Council

The ANNUAL MEETING of the PARISH Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on TUESDAY 15th May 2012 at 7.45 pm

	
	
	Action by

	339
	Appointment of Chairman

​Claire Scott was elected chairman by a written vote of three to one.
	

	340
	Attendance and Apologies for absence

Councillors John Close, Sandra Martin, Claire Scott and Kathy Westby attended, together with nine members of the public


	Noted

	341
	Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were received


	Noted

	342
	Minutes for meetings on 10th April and 3rd May
The minutes for meetings on 10th April and 3rd May were approved and signed
	Noted

	343
	Matters arising
There were no matters arising
	

	344
	Appointments and Standing Orders

a) It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the following be appointed:
· Vice chairman – Kathy Westby

· Finance Committee – Chairman, vice chairman and clerk

· Rights of Way Officers – Sandra Martin, John Close and Kathy Westby

· Highways Officer – John Close

· Tree Officer – Sandra Martin

It was agreed  that a review of signatories be deferred until the internal audit is completed.

b) It was proposed and unanimously agreed that Kathy Westby and Claire Scott would inspect Council property 6-monthly, arranging dates between them.  They will submit reports and, where necessary, seek quotes for any maintenance work needed.


	Noted

KW and CS

	345
	Democratic Period
The chairman said that the opportunities for democratic discussion and questions would be an agenda item at the next meeting, and indicated that she would take comments on each item for this meeting.
	Clerk

	346
	Reports
a) Public rights of way

Kathy Westby reported that 2 bollards across footpath 9 were now deterring cars from blocking the footpath. However, a fence was collapsing and the footpath sign on the bank had disappeared. On Whiteways Bridleway tensor wire was hanging down. The smaller bridleway to Dunbury Heights was suffering from rabbit holes.

b) Parish web site

John Close reported that there were 429 visitors in March, two thirds from the UK and one third from the USA. There were 356 visitors in April, with three quarters from the UK. “Fields” was fed into the search engine many times. He suggested that it was good value for the cost, and invited suggestions and comments

c) District Councillor

Audrey Burch having given her report to the Annual Parish Meeting, the Council moved on to :the next report.

d) Village (Parish) Plan

John Close reported that  information had been amassed and data analysed. He anticipated the report would be ready by the autumn.
	Noted

Noted

Noted

	347
	Vilage/Highway Items
a) DCC’s Community Snow Clearing Project

John Close reported that Higher Houghton Stables had stored the grit bag and divided the contents into three.  The grit was not needed this year, and the bag had been recollected. It will cost £55 for up to two bags in future, subsidised by DCC. Grit bins will be topped up free of charge.

Winterborne Houghton is now part of the “community link network”, which means it will be gritted by the gritter lorries if their priority roads have first been covered.

b) Meeting with DCC on verge erosion of the bank opposite the Knapp

John Close reported hat the DCC representatives had agreed with the Council’s observations that the bank was giving way, but declined to do more than minor tidying. The dips in the road will be partly filled in.  The pull-in outside the fish farm has been marked and filled in.  JC also commented that the verges beside the Winterborne between Houghton and Stickland are collapsing.


	Noted

Noted

	348
	Jubilee Orchard Project
a) CS gave an update on the finances for the work needed on the back Bank and that the cheapest option was £2,000. To date one of the applications for grants has come back informing that £1,000 will be offered and Arts Reach is donating £75.00. Two other applications for grants have not yet reached their closing date. Monies applied for are also for the bench and the safety gate as previously discussed. The Orchard needs to be strimmed and CS will discuss with Mathew regarding the two benches and the grass and the area around the pond with the aim of organising the maintenance work and will feed back costs at the next meeting. CS confirmed that no fund raising has been carried out since last year and no money had been spent since the grass seed was purchased. CS also reiterated that there is no plan for any fencing on the common land but a hedge will be planted in the future.’

b) Kathy Westby proposed that the Jubilee Orchard be named Lawn Common Jubilee Orchard.  A decision on this was deferred.

c) The clerk reported that Aon Insurance had confirmed 

that  the Council’s insurance covered any land for which it had responsibility, as well as any land which it owned.
	CS

Clerk

Noted

	349
	Planning

a) The only decision received concerned the application to fell a tree at 3, The Knapp, which had been approved.

b) No further planning applications had been received.
	Noted

	350
	Finance

a) The accounts for 2011/2012 having been presented at the Annual Parish Meeting, it was proposed by John Close and seconded by Claire Scott that these be approved.  This was unanimously agreed.

b) It was unanimously agreed that insurance cover with Aon be renewed this year, at a cost of £430.03, cheque number 000147

c) It was unanimously agreed that membership of Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils (DAPTC) be renewed, at a cost of £82.88, cheque number 000148

d) As all financial documents were currently with the internal auditor, no statement from the bank was available. The accounts mentioned above (350a) showed the amount of VAT recovered in 2011/12.to be £200.14

e) It was unanimously agreed that John Close and Kathy Westby sign a letter to Lloyds TSB asking for the two accounts to be merged, but the clerk reported that a request to Nationwide for closure of the account would need to be made in person by at least one of the signatories, taking proof of identity, the pass book and a letter signed by each signatory.. The clerk will draft a letter when the pass book is available.

f) The clerk reported that John Gill, before retiring, had registered the council as an employer with HMRC.

g) It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by Sandra Martin and unanimously agreed that the Council meet the £20 cost of a training course for new clerks.

h) It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by Claire Scott and unanimously agreed that the Council fund the cost of the clerk’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks, which is £51, cheque number 000149
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Noted

Clerk

Clerk

Noted

Clerk

Clerk

	351
	Correspondence
a) Libraries consultation

The clerk reported hat there were 13 active users of the mobile library in Winterborne Houghton, and 463 issues per year.  The next nearest stop for the mobile library was Winterborne Stickland, and the Council therefore agreed unanimously that a preference should be expressed for the present service to Winterborne Houghton to be continued,

b) Highways: Local decision making
The clerk reported that requests for minor works such as yellow lines and parking bays would  in future need to be made through and supported by the Parish Council, which would thus become responsible for local consultations about such requests.  The clerk commented that this would need to be considered in budget setting.

c) DAPTC training courses

Councillors felt they would like sight of the full training programme before making a decision about councillors’ attendance .

Highways: grass cutting

The clerk reported that cutting of verges would in future only be for road safety purposes, resulting in a reduction from four cuts per year to two, the first of which will begin during May, except in West Dorset, where it would be June.  It was unanimously agreed that May was appropriate for Winterborne Houghton, because of the rapid growth of cow parsley.
	Clerk

Noted

Clerk

Clerk

Noted

	352
	Winterborne Stickland Post Office
John Close reported that John Sutcliffe of Winterborne Stickland Parish Council had spoken to the owner, who was not interested in co-operating or negotiating with the Parish Councils.
	Noted

	353
	Down View: footpath obstruction and removal of footpath sign
John Close reported that bollards were now in place which prevented cars from blocking the footpath. The issue of removal of the sign was deferred to the next meeting.
	Clerk

	354
	Road sign at entry into Winterborne Houghton

It had been noted that this was not legible, and Claire Scott and Kathy Westby therefore agreed to check this, and to contact Highways if action was needed.
	CS and KW

	The chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00.


Signed………………………..Presiding Chairman            Date…………………

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
Winterborne Houghton Parish Council

	
	
	Action

by

	355
	Attendance and apologies for absence 
Councillors Claire Scott, John Close, Sandra Martin and Kathy Westby attended together with one member of the public.
	Noted

	356 
	To receive any Declaration of interests and changes of notifiable personal circumstances
There were no declarations of interest and no changes of notifiable personal circumstances.
	Noted

	357
	To confirm the minutes of the previous meetings held on 15th May
It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Annual Meeting on 15th May be signed as a true record.
	Noted

	358
	To confirm the election of the chairman

Owing to an oversight by the clerk, the Declaration of acceptance of office had not been presented for signature.  It was therefore proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by John Close and agreed that Claire Scott be elected as chairman. The chairman signed the declaration of acceptance of office
	Noted

	359
	Declaration of a vacancy

Following the resignation of John Greening, a vacancy now exists for a councillor. It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that a vacancy should be formally declared.

	Clerk

	360
	Democratic period

It was noted that there had been some changes in the village.
	Noted

	361
	Annual return

In connection with the annual return for 2011-2012,  the accounting statements and the annual governance statement needed to be approved and signed.

a) Accounting statements
It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and unanimously agreed that the accounting statements be approved and signed
b) Annual governance statement
It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by John Close and unanimously agreed that the annual governance statement be approved and signed
	Clerk

Clerk

	The chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.15 pm.


An EXTRAORDINARY  MEETING of the PARISH Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on TUESDAY 26th June 2012 at 7.30 pm









Signed………………………..Presiding Chairman            Date…………………

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
Winterborne Houghton Parish Council

A MEETING of the PARISH Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on TUESDAY 10th July 2012 at 7.30 pm


	
	
	Action by

	362
	Attendance and apologies

 Councillors Claire Scott, John Close, Sandra Martin and Kathy Westby attended together with six members of the public
	Noted

	363
	To receive any Declarations of interests and changes of notifiable personal circumstances
There were no declarations of interest and no changes of notifiable personal circumstances.
	Noted

	364
	To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on 26th June

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the previous meeting be approved and signed.
	Noted

	365
	Managing the democratic period
It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by John Close and agreed that the Chairman’s suggestion be adopted for a trial period, during which there would be an opportunity for members of the public to speak before each item, and a final democratic period for views and questions from residents of the parish at the end.
	Clerk and chairman

	366
	Code of conduct

It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that the Code of Conduct recommended by Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils be adopted.
	All

	367
	Register of members’ interests

Each councillor was given one of the forms sent by Stuart Caundle of NDDC to complete, and asked to note the deadline for return.
	Members

	368
	Reports

a) Inspection of Council property

The inspection by Claire Scott and Kathy Westby had raised the following issues:

· Barrier round pond-deteriorating – Matthew Daniels will oil bench and barrier in the autumn

· Brick edging to pond – some frosted and deteriorating

· Willows beyond the pond – need coppicing next year

· Trees by the church – oak needs thinning out

· Area by the kiosk – notice board restored, and grass trimmed

· Ivy needs trimming regularly

· Bridleway sign at Higher Houghton – Kathy Westby has e-mailed the responsible officer at Dorset County Council to report the moving of the sign

· Verges are very overgrown this year because of rain

· Orchard trees are doing well, but cow parsley needs checking- a team in spring is suggested

· Road sign at the Hollow pushed into hedge, needs replacing in correct position.

· Two Neighbourhood Watch signs are unreadable because of brambles in one case and bleaching in another

· Grass cutting – needs doing regularly

It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and unanimously agreed that a schedule for grass cutting be drawn up and costed..

b) Footpaths and bridleways

Kathy Westby reported e-mailing David Ackerly regarding footpath signs that have been removed, and awaits a response. The bridleway sign removal had also been reported as noted above.

c) Highways
John Close reported that the lay-by next to the fish farm has been repaired to protect the edge of the road.  The section outside The Knapp will be repaired eventually, but the County Council’s funds for this are low. Cars parked by the pond had made it difficult for vehicles driving out of the village, resulting in some damage to the verge. In response to representations about the water that collects in the road outside Creek Cottage, John agreed to contact the Highways Authority about this.
d) Parish web site

John Close reported that the web site received 375 separate visitors in May, and 305 in June; 80% were from the UK and 20% from the USA. There are now 20 links from other web sites, including one from a web site called “Fields”. John requested that comments should keep coming back to him.

e) Trees had already been reported on under inspection of Council property

f) Outcome of internal audit
The auditor had questioned whether the Bridleway Fund was a trust rather than money belonging to the Parish Council.
	CS and KW

Noted

JC

Noted

Noted

	369
	Finance
a) Approval of payments
i) It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that Southern electricity’s bill for £29.43 be paid
ii) It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by Sandra Martin and agreed that Matthew Daniels’ bill for £40 for grass cutting be paid

It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that DAPTC’s invoice for £20 for a training session be paid.

b) It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by John Close and agreed that grass cutting should continue on the same basis, ie carried out by Matthew Davies, to a timetable agreed with Claire Scott, at a rate of £10 per hour.

c) Withdrawal from Nationwide Building Society account

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that, since the bridleway Fund may be judged a trust, the sum of £241.17 should remain in the Nationwide Building Society, and that either one of the signatories be authorised to withdraw the remainder, for deposit in the Lloyds TSB account..

d) Future cost of holding elections
The clerk reported receiving notification from North Dorset District Council that the costs of Parish Council elections would in future be borne by the Parish Council.  For a contested election, the cost to this Council would be £426.and the clerk commented that this would need to be borne in mind when setting the precept for the next financial year.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

CS

JC and KW

Finance 

Committee

	370
	DAPTC The clerk reported that the Area Committees enable members to meet senior officers and members of District and County Council, to network, and to be kept up to date.  The Area Committees nominate members of the DAPTC Executive Committee, which manages the affairs of the whole Association.  John Close and Claire Scott said they would be willing to attend when the agenda seemed relevant.
	Clerk

	371
	Jubilee Orchard

The clerk gave a report on the history in response to questions raised at the last meeting.  This is appended, and was further discussed
	Noted

	372
	May Queen

The possibility of this event being built upon as a fundraising event was discussed, but the council was advised that the May Queen event itself is  not about fundraising.
	Noted

	373
	Correspondence
a)The leaflet and flow chart provided by North Dorset District Council were noted, and members concluded that sufficient information was available online or from the District Council.

b)A resident had written to alert to Council to the problem of speeding motorists.  It was agreed that members would make enquiries locally to try to identify the culprits, and the clerk would mention the Police telephone number for non-emergency calls, which is 101.
	Noted

Members

Clerk

	374 
	Training

a) Claire Scot reported that the training for new chairmen had been interesting and informative

b) It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by Claire Scott and agreed that the clerk’s request to attend the session on budgeting and setting the precept be approved.

c) There were no other requests for training
	Clerk

	375
	Democratic period

The issue of weed clearing in the Winterborne was raised, and it was agreed this should be on the September agenda.

The possibility of developing the church room as a community resource was raised, and the churchwarden was invited to write to the Parish Council about his proposals
	Clerk

Noted

	The chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.


Signed………………………..Presiding Chairman            Date…………………

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
Winterborne Houghton Parish Council

An EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of the PARISH Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on TUESDAY 31th July 2012 at 7.30 pm

	
	
	Action by

	376
	Attendance and apologies for absence
Councillors Claire Scott, John Close, Kathy Westby and Sandra Martin attended, together with two members of the public and Councillor Audrey Burch of North Dorset District Council.
	Noted

	377
	There were no declarations of interest and no changes of notifiable personal circumstances
	Noted



	378
	It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 10th July be approved and signed as a correct record.  It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 14th March, which had been with the auditor when they should have been signed, should be circulated and then approved at the next meeting.
	Noted

Clerk



	379
	Amendment to the accounts to be submitted to external auditors

It was explained that the advice that the Bridleway Fund and also the Jubilee Orchard Fund were both trusts meant that the relevant section of the annual return needed to be amended. It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that the amendment and the explanatory letter be approved and signed.
	Clerk

	380
	Speeding motorists

The clerk explained the action taken, which included discussion with Traffic Engineering and an e-mail to Luke Goddard as Community Support Officer, and no further action was proposed.
	Noted

	381
	Correspondence

· Chief Executive’s Circular
John Close offered to put links on the parish web site for anyone who might wish to express an interest in superfast broadband, or find out how best to travel to the Olympics.
· Armed Forces Grant Scheme
This was felt not to be relevant in Winterborne Houghton, as the units at Blandford Camp tended to relate specifically with Blandford .
· Southern Electric late payment letter
The clerk was instructed to find out whether there was any reason why a Parish Council could not pay by Direct Debit and, if not, what terms Southern Electric would propose.
	JC

Noted

Clerk

	382
	Planning

· Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals Development Framework was tabled, and members did not wish to make any comment on it.

· Planning application number 2/2012/0945/PLNG, for permission to demolish the existing garage at Cobblers Cottage was tabled.  It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Claire Scott and agreed that the Council should respond that there was no objection to this.
	Noted

Clerk

	383
	Democratic period

Councillor Audrey Burch gave a report on changes to Council Tax Support and the introduction of Universal Credit in place of income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, income-related Employment and Support Allowance,, Income Support, Child Tax Credits, Working Tax Credits and Housing Benefit.  She also explained that 50% of claimants were expected to claim on-line, but that North Dorset District Council, in partnership with a range of other agencies, had put in a bid to run a pilot on giving help to those who were not able to claim on-line.
There were no other issues.
	

	384
	Grass cutting and maintenance contract
a) It was proposed by Claire Scot and seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed, pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1980 that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the press and public leave the meeting during consideration of the grass cutting and maintenance contract.  The public left the meeting at 8.00 pm.

b) It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that the outstanding sum owed for grass cutting would be paid by the Jubilee Orchard Fund, as the Jubilee Orchard represented a substantial part of the work done. It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that a job specification and draft contract should be drawn up and advertised for the grass cutting and maintenance contract. Proposals to be circulated before the next meeting.

c)  It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Claire Scott and agreed that a working party would prepare a report for the September meeting to report to Council on:

· accounts for the Jubilee Orchard Fund

· suitable banking arrangements for the Jubilee Orchard Fund

· a suitable constitution for the Bridleway Trust and the Jubilee Orchard Fund.

The clerk was instructed to consult  David Ackerly of Dorset County Council about suitable uses for the Bridleway Trust moneys.
	CS/KW

and Clerk

CS/KWSM/JC/

Clerk

Clerk

	The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30 pm

	Date of next ordinary meeting 11th September


Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next  meeting.
Winterborne Houghton Parish Council

An ORDINARY MEETING of the PARISH Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on TUESDAY 11th September 2012 at 7.30 pm

	
	
	Action by

	385
	Attendance and apologies for absence
Councillors Claire Scott, Kathy Westby and Sandra Martin attended, together with one member of the public. John Close and Luke Goddard sent apologies.  John was away in Kenya, visiting an orphanage which he and his wife support.


	Noted

	386
	There were no declarations of interest, and one notification of a change of circumstances, as Kathy Westby has a new job.
	Noted

	387
	It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that the minutes for March 13th and July 31st be approved and signed. (The minutes for 13th March had been with the auditor when they should have been signed, and no copy was available.)
	NOted

	388
	Planning

 It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by Sandra Martin and agreed that no objection would be made to the planning application number 2/2012/1015/PLNG for a dwelling to be built adjacent to Blackthorn House.
	Clerk

	389
	Correspondence

No further action was required for items:

a) dog fouling

d) “Getting it Right First Time” training session

e) Community Partnership invite
f) Community Involvement in Snow Clearing operations
g) Chief Executive’s Circular

The remaining items were decided as follows:

b)Bridleway Fund: It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by Claire Scott and agreed that Kathy would let the clerk have details of landowners and what they had agreed to, so that the clerk could write and request their formal agreement in writing.

c) Highways and Transport Survey: two councillors had each filled in a response, and the clerk was instructed to send these to the consultation team.

h) It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Sandra Martin and agreed  that the HMRC’s consultation on use of rebated fuel for gritting be responded to positively.
	Noted

KW/ Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	390
	Finance
a)  The council received a report on current balances as follows:

The Business Instant Access account at Lloyds was closed on 22nd May, as instructed, and £692.43 was transferred to the Treasurer’s Account.

On 11th June, £0.01 interest was paid into the account.

The Treasurers  Account at 8th August stood at
£4,644.35.

This is made up as follows:

£

Description

607.59

Jubilee Orchard Fund

692.37

Tree Fund

882.85

Pond Fund

2182.81
Total of designated funds

2461.54

General fund

The budget allocated for 2012-13 was £2190.  Of the budgeted amount, £648.27 has already been spent, leaving £1541.73 for budgeted expenditure.

£919.81 of the General fund is therefore the remaining unallocated reserve.

The Nationwide Building Society account at 31st July held £241.22, this being the Bridleway Fund.

b) Localising support for council tax
No action required. 

c) Proposals for the management of the Bridleway Trust and the Jubilee Orchard Trust
The council received a report as follows:


The working party proposed that each of these trusts should have a constitution based on the Charity Commission’s model “Small Charity Constitution”.  


It was proposed that each trust should be wound up on completion of its work, and provision for this is made within the constitutions.

It was proposed that Mrs Westby would collect the gate and the other items purchased by the Bridleway Trust, in order to take advantage of an 8% discount for doing so.

It was  proposed that the council  approve two withdrawals from the Nationwide Building Society: one for the hunting lever already purchased, at a cost of  £10.58, and the second for the purchase of the gate and all other items agreed (hunting levers, gate posts and screws) at a cost to be notified by Mrs Westby after consultation with “Bartlett Cow Drive”.

      It was proposed that the Parish Council identify funds available to

       pay for the remaining work to make the Jubilee Orchard safe, so

       that the work can be completed and the £1,000 contribution 

       offered by the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty can be   

       claimed.
It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Sandra Martin and agreed that the council approve two withdrawals from the Nationwide Building Society as specified.  The first was signed in advance by John Close and at the meeting by Kathy Westby, covering £10.58 for the hunting lever already purchased.  It was agreed that the second be signed when Mrs Westby presented the next invoice. The clerk was instructed to make the pass book available to Mrs Westby.

It was proposed by Sandra Martin, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that £500 could be spent from the general fund and £500 from the Jubilee Orchard fund to pay half of the expected invoice from Bob Moggeridge for the work to make the Jubilee Orchard rear bank safe.  Claire Scott would ask him to wait for the second tranche until we received the £1,000 from AONB.  Claire Scott agreed to confirm Mr Moggeridge’s quote and this proposed arrangement with him.  The clerk requested copies of the four quotes and of the AONB’s grant offer.

It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that the proposed constitutions be accepted, and both were signed to that effect by all councillors present.

It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that Claire be authorised to spend £107 on bulbs for planting in the front bank of the Jubilee Orchard.

d) Use of rebated fuel for gritting operations
In line with the decision recorded at minute 389 h), the following responses were agreed:
Would it benefit rural communities if the law allowed the use of red diesel in vehicles being used for gritting that are not purpose-built or adapted for that purpose?  Yes
Would such a change benefit gritting authorities? n/a as we are not a gritting authority
Should the change be confined to agricultural tractors or should it be extended to other excepted agricultural vehicles? Extended
Would a 15-mile restriction be too restrictive? No
Would a 15-mile restriction protect existing commercial contractors? Yes
Would the additional demand for salt and grit cause a shortage? Don’t know
Can you foresee any harm to your business if this proposal were adopted? n/a as we are not a business
· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

e) It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that the Council approve the signing of three cheques: £240 for the clerk’s salary, £60 for HMRC and £44.65 four 6 months’ office expenses.
· 
	Noted

Clerk/

KW

Clerk/

KW/JC

CS

CS

CS

Clerk

Clerk

	391
	Highways
John Close had reported that a pothole had been filled, and that he does not anticipate the highways authority taking any further action.
	Noted

	392
	Stream clearance
The clerk reported a conversation with Winterborne Stickland’s Parish Clerk, as a result of which it was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy  Westby and agreed that the clerk should write to Winterborne Stickland Parish Council asking for information about the April meeting with Dorset Wildlife Trust, when volunteers would hear advice about good practice, and offering to publicise this in Winterborne Houghton in the light of the number of Houghton people who were involved in stream clearance in 2012.


	Clerk.

	The chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.29

	

	Date of next ordinary meeting : Tuesday, 13th November 2012.


Signed………………………..Presiding Chairman            Date…………………

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next  meeting.

Winterborne Houghton Parish Council

An EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of the PARISH Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on TUESDAY 30th October 2012 at 7.30 pm

	
	
	Action by

	393
	Attendance and apologies for absence
Councillors Claire Scott, John Close, Kathy Westby and Sandra Martin attended, together with the clerk and three members of the public. 
	Noted

	394
	There were no declarations of interest, and no notifications of a change of circumstances
	Noted

	395
	It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that the minutes for 11th September be approved and signed.
	Noted

	396
	Planning

a) It was proposed by John Close, seconded by Kathy Westby that the clerk should write formally to say that, while Council did not object to the revised planning application for Blackthorn House, they did object to the failure to consult the immediate neighbours.

b) It was proposed by Kathy Westby and seconded by John Close that the Council should ask for the application for a certificate of lawfulness in respect of use of land adjacent to North Barn Farm to go before the full Planning Committee. The clerk will bring a draft letter to the next meeting.
	Clerk

Clerk

	397
	Correspondence

a) Blandford TIC.  No response required to their offer of services in publicising any events.

b) Blandford Town Council. It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby that the Council decline to offer financial support to the public conveniences in Blandford.

c) Nick King. It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by John Close and agreed that we postpone any response to Mr King’s survey until after the election of the Police and Crime Commissioner.

d) Nick Miles’ tender for grass cutting. It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by Sandra Martin that the clerk should seek two further tenders before Council makes a decision.

e) Chris Baxter’s agreement to tender for tree care.  It was proposed by Kathy Westby, seconded by Claire Scott the clerk should also seek two further tenders.

f) NALC guidance on precept setting was noted.

g) Winterborne Stickland Parish Council. The Council noted that Sean Phillips had been appointed as Stream Warden, and asked to be kept informed about training session and working parties next year. It was reported that water voles, kingfishers and sticklebacks are coming back now. The clerk was asked to print out the leaflet from WSPC for John Close to scan and, hopefully, reproduce. IT was proposed by John Close seconded by Claire Scott and agreed that the Parish Council notes for Valley News should reflect the Council’s concern about this issue.


	Noted

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Noted

Clerk

	398
	Finance
a)  The council received a report on current balances as follows:

The Business Instant Access account at Lloyds stands at £0.01

The Treasurers  Account at 17th October stood at
£5,208.36, the second half of the precept having been paid in.

The Nationwide Building Society account at 31st July held £241.22, this being the Bridleway Fund, and Kathy Westby had not withdrawn the £10.58 authorised the previous month, and she had now purchased all the ironmongery agreed, and suggested instead that she draw the whole amount of the Bartlett’s invoice in one sum.

b) Authorisation of withdrawal ad cheques in payment of invoices
      i) It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Sandra Martin and agreed that a withdrawal slip for £241.09 from Nationwide Building Society should be signed, to repay Kathy Westby for the money she had paid for bridleway supplies from Bartletts Dorset Limited 

       ii) It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Sandra Martin and agreed that a cheque (000158) should be signed to repay John Close for the £43.20 he had paid to Vision Internet Limited in respect of the Parish web site.

       iii) it was proposed by John Close, seconded by Claire Scott and agreed that a cheque (000159) should be signed to pay DAPTC’s two invoices of £20 each for training. (Planning Issues Invoice 12/298 and Budgets and Precepts invoice 12/394)


c) Approval for electricity bills to be paid quarterly by direct debit
The clerk reported that Southern Electricity had offered to send invoices as usual, and to take that amount from the Bank account by direct debit a few days afterwards.  The amount was expected to be about £31.34 per quarter. The clerk had therefore set up the direct debit for Southern Electric, as envisaged in minute 381 of 31st July 2012.  It was proposed by Claire Scott, seconded by Kathy Westby and agreed that Council approved this decision.
	Noted



	The chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45

	Date of next ordinary meeting : Tuesday, 13th November 2012.


Signed………………………………………………………Presiding Chairman  

Date…………………

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next  meeting.
Winterborne Houghton Parish Council

An ORDINARY MEETING of the PARISH Council was held in St Andrew’s Church Room on TUESDAY 13th November 2012 at 7.30 pm

	
	
	Action by

	399
	Attendance and apologies for absence
Councillors Claire Scott, John Close, Kathy Westby and Sandra Martin attended, together with the clerk, two members of the public and District Councillor Audrey Burch 
	Noted

	400
	All councillors declared an interest in the budget and precept, because of their status as council tax payers in the parish.  All completed requests for dispensation, which can be debated at the next meeting, but could not be debated or voted on at this meeting.
	Noted

	401
	It was proposed by JC, seconded by KW and agreed that the minutes for 30th October be approved and signed.
	Noted

	402
	Planning

a) Application for a certificate of lawful use for land adjacent to North Barn Farm
Members wished to point out that the extent of the land used needs to be clearly defined, as the applicant’s own photographs demonstrate the variability of the area used.  They felt it should be pointed out that there was no current photograph. It was also of concern to them that the storage of waste takes place on the site, and that enforcement procedures had not been initiated in time to prevent this application, which relies on ten years of continuous use.

b) Application for alterations and extensions at Cobb Cottage
The Council had no objection

c) The New Plan for North Dorset and

d) North Dorset Infrastructure Delivery Plan are to be circulated
	Clerk

Clerk

Mem-bers

	403
	Correspondence

a) Telecom from Mrs Barnes about hunting latches for gates on the bridleway
Mrs Barnes’ explanation about the difficulties caused if the wild Exmoor ponies escape was received with sympathy, and kW reported that another landowner had already been approached and agreed to install the latches on his land at Higher Houghton stables.

b) DAPTC Newsletter and annual report to be circulated

c) It was agreed to request that the display, availability and audit of the 2012/2-13 accounts should begin on 20th May.

d) Homewatch newsletters are on the notice board and the web site
	Noted

Mem-bers

Clerk

Noted

	404
	Finance

a) A report on expenditure (£1135 to date) against budget (£2190) indicated that the Parish Council is on track to complete the year within budget.

b) It was noted but not discussed that if estimated costs for all likely expenditure were accepted, then the budget for 2013/2014 would be £2610.  Members were already aware that the need to pay for parish council elections in future would cost £426 each time, according to North Dorset District Council’s estimates, and that provision needed to be made for this. The clerk explained that most of the rest of the increase over this year’s budget was because a more realistic sum had been included for the maintenance of the parish’s assets and responsibilities, including grass cutting, tree care and bench and notice board upkeep.

c) The proposed precept was not discussed. Members felt that they needed a working group to meet first, in order to discuss the budget.  It was proposed by CS, seconded by KW and agreed that this will take place on 4th December at 7.30 at KW’s house.

d) Another invoice from DAPTC for training  having come to light, it was proposed by CS, seconded by KW and agreed that the invoice for the sum of £20 be signed.

e) The transfer of the Jubilee Orchard Fund will require a transfer form, which will be produced for the next meeting.
	Noted

Noted

CS,JC,KW and clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	405
	Parish maintenance tasks
 A second gardening firm had agreed to tender, but had yet to visit to assess the amount of work needed.  Neither of the tree surgeons so far contacted had managed to visit.  It was suggested that the council could provide a digital photograph of the oak tree, and specify that two willows needed pollarding, which should enable tenders to be offered without the need for visits. JC agreed to provide the photograph

The bench needs oiling with linseed oil in autumn and spring, and JC offered to do this in the spring.

The brickwork around the Millennium Pond needs repairing where frost damage has occurred.  Tenders are to be sought from three local builders. 
	JC and clerk

JC

Clerk

	406
	Dog fouling
It was reported that residents still enquired about dog fouling, but were understanding when advised that this is a District responsibility, and have agreed to contact the dog warden.
	Noted

	407
	Items for the next agenda
It was proposed that items on the next agenda should include:

· an FAQ (frequently asked questions) page for the web site

· welcome pack for new residents

· waste bin by the telephone
	Clerk

	The chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.14 p.m.

	The next ordinary meeting will be on 8th January 2013


Signed………………………………………………………Presiding Chairman  

Date…………………

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next  meeting.
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